
MAGAZINE   
September 2019 

Pastoral Letter !
Dear Friends 

Over the last few weeks while listening to people, there seems to be a growing need to 
find a way to slow down: to take time to stop and breathe before pursuing the next task 
in our daily lives. It seems that many of us are living in a hamster wheel and yet are 
desiring to step off it just to catch our breath. Life nowadays seems to move at an 
accelerated pace. We spend more time on social media and the internet. The art of 
writing letters or speaking on the telephone seems to be a dying art of communication. 
We weren’t created for technology, rather technology was created for us and we have lost 
sight of that fact. Technology seems to be what is in control.  

Just the other day I was walking behind a family and I noticed that the little one was 
trying to speak with the grown up and no matter how hard he tried he was never heard as 
the grown up was hooked up to the mobile phone. It seems to me that we are more tuned 
out than we’ve ever been, we are deeply absorbed in the ever changing technology that is 
at our disposal. We have in  fact lost our way as to what is important.  

I wonder how many of us long for God’s voice to cut through the noise and keeps telling us 
to stop running at such a nonsensical pace. The voice that says:  

‘PAUSE FOR A MOMENT, LOOK UP, PUT DOWN WHAT IS IN YOUR HAND  

AND JUST BE IN THE MOMENT’.  

But how do we keep ourselves from getting distracted? How do we even know what to pay 
attention to? Do we even realise that we are being called by God every single day?  

Think about it: every morning as we wake up: in that brief moment when we sip our 
coffee: every morning as the water splashes upon our face: every time someone says hello 
or even gives us a passing smile, A HUG, A KISS these are GOD MOMENTS. There are so 
many brief moments in which God calls us and yet are we so distracted by other things 
that we don’t even hear God speaking to us. We continually build barriers between 
ourselves and God. Yet ALL God wants IS our attention in the midst of this hurried and 
busy world. We are busying ourselves to death; our walk with God has been disturbed. As 
Matt Knisely wrote:  

‘our greatest and most destructive sin may just be being busy’.  

As Christians we need to see quietness and rest as an essential part of our salvation. We 
need to recognise that Christ is our rest, our peace. HE is the gaps and moments of our 
days. HE is there to free us from the exhaustion and to direct our passions and lives.  

When we take the time to stop and rest, to stop and focus, we will begin to reconnect 
with God in a more intentional way.  

Be still and know that I am God. (Psalm 46)  

Blessings to you all        

Rev Fiona       Reverend Fiona McKibbin 
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Duty Roster !
Morning Service at 11am  

Evening Services will resume in October. 
Front Door teams for the coming weeks: !

September   8th Helen Cuthbert 
  15th Margaret Abercrombie 
  22nd Margaret Ballantyne 
  29th  Billy Ballantyne 
   
October      6th Walker Lyttle 
   (Communion)  !

If you are in one of the above teams,  
please bear in mind that you should try to arrange  

for a substitute if you can’t make it. !
Tea & Coffee is served every week in the Large 

Hall after the Morning Service 
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After Service Teas !
The total raised to the end of August for  

ERSKINE is  £1253.61 !
Thanks to everyone who attends and contributes 

and enjoys the fellowship after the  
Morning & Evening Services.

Church Roll Intimations !
Baptisms !!!!!

Sunday 23rd June 2019 !
Ewan Daniel Thomson & Chloe Maisie Thomson 
Son & daughter of Andrew & Kirsten (nee Aitken) !

and 
Sunday 30th June !

Samuel Hector Mellor 
Son of Christopher & Ruth (nee Milne) 

and 
Gemma Jessie Newlands !

and 
Sunday 18th August !
Evie Patricia Black 

Daughter of Malcolm & Jennifer (nee Adam) !!
Marriage !!!!!

Saturday 20th July 2019 !
Morag MacLeod Fox & James Muir !

Deaths !
At this sad time our prayers and condolences  

are with the families of !
Mrs Mary Gribbons (May) 

Date of Death: 27th May 2019 !
and 

Miss Jean McEwan 
Date of Death: 18th June 2019 !

and 
Mr Alexander McDonald (Alastair) 

Date of Death: 23rd June 2019 !
and 

Mrs Helen Greenshields 
Date of Death: 13th July 2019 !

Membership Changes !
We bid farewell to 

Mrs R Sawers 
who has transferred to 
Viewpark Parish Church 

and 
Miss Lorna Cammock 
who has transferred to 

St Andrew’s & St George’s Church, Edinburgh !!

Parish Funerals conducted by  
Rev. Fiona McKibbin !

At this sad time our prayers and condolences  
are with the families 

of 
Mrs Anna Pew 

Date of Death: 24th May 2019!

Church Transport Scheme !
The Church has a Transport Scheme to assist with 
hospital and doctors visits and visiting relatives in 
hospital. We can also help with transport to and 

from the church. To access this service pleas contact 
Walker Lyttle or David Fox, their numbers are found 

on page 2 of this magazine.

A Memorial Service was conducted by  
Rev. Fiona McKibbin !

To celebrate the life of !
George Rennix 

  
who died in Canada on  

15th July 2019

Sign Outside Church !
You are not too bad to come in. !

You are not too good to stay out.
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All Things Scottish Quiz !
How well do you know Scotland - it’s History, 

Culture and People? Test your Knowledge with 
this Quiz which is based on Scottish Place 

Names, Famous People, History, Food, 
Inventions, Words & Phrases.  !

1. He was a Scots sailor who was abandoned on a desert 
island, and became the inspiration for Daniel Defoe’s book, 
Robinson Crusoe. What was his name and where was he born? 
Answer:   !
2. The largest Neolithic building in Europe is in Scotland and 
draws hundreds of visitors every year. Where is it and what is 
it called? 
Answer: !
3. What was the first University in Scotland to have a 
pioneering foundation for teaching medicine? 
Answer:    !
4.  It is similar to a Cornish Pasty but has its own Scottish 
recipe named after the town where it was first made. What 
is the name of the town?                                                                       
Answer:    !
5. Which Cathedral in Scotland was the only one not to be 
unroofed during the Reformation? 
Answer:   !
6. What is the name of the Politician who stood as a Liberal 
Candidate in the 1922 General Election, losing his Scottish 
seat to Mr Edwin Scrymgeour, Britain’s first and only 
Prohibitionist MP? 
Answer:    !
7. When he visited the large munitions factory in Gretna, Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle referred to one of the Processes as ‘The 
Devil’s Porridge’. What were the names of the two main 
ingredients of ‘The Devil’s Porridge’? 
Answer:    !
8. Complete this old Scot’s saying:- “the loudest bummer’s 
no the  _ _ _ _   _ _ _” 
Answer:   
  
9.  Who granted a Royal Charter to a College of Surgeons in 
Edinburgh; and when was it granted? 
Answer:    !
10. Who was the Scottish Philosopher who wrote these 
words; ‘the great end of all human industry is the 
attainment of happiness.’? 
Answer:  !
11. His ornate tomb lies in front of King’s College Chapel, 
Aberdeen. Who is buried in this tomb and what is his 
connection to Aberdeen? 
Answer:   !
12. The Thistle as the National Emblem of Scotland is very 
old, and was first stamped on Scottish Coinage in 1470 by 
King James the Third of Scotland; with a Royal Motto written 
in Latin round the rim. What is the English translation of this 
Royal Motto? 
Answer:    

(Answers in October magazine) 
(Thanks to MK for this) 

Answers to All Things Scottish Quiz  
in June  Magazine  !

 1. A Crannog is a timber-framed building 
built in a loch on top of an artificial island 
made of a raft of logs with layers of stone, 
earth and brushwood. They were used by 
some of Scotland’s earliest people. 
 2. Stirling Coachbuilders. 
 3. a) Edinburgh Rock   b) Soor Ploom    
 c) Black stripped Balls.  
 4. Patrick Gordon. 
 5. a) a fuss or a muddle  b) to give a quick 
wipe, rub or wash c) as well as, in addition  
    d) a chimney cowl  e)  ugly, unattractive 
  f) to ask a question  g) to pant, puff or 
 breathe hard 
 6. Hugh MacDiarmid. 
 7. David Stirling.  
 8.  ‘Ill Magnifico’. 
 9. It is a large rounded yeasted bun with 
 sultanas. 
10. John Paul Jones. 
11. The Community Charge otherwise known 
 as the ‘Poll Tax’. 
12. Sir Samuel Greig.

Sign Outside Church !
Can’t sleep? 

Try counting your blessings.

!
The Guild !

The new session of the Guild commences on 
Tuesday 1st October at 7.30pm in the Church Hall.  
  

Continuing our Theme for the next 3 years   
“ONE JOURNEY MANY ROADS”  !

In our 2nd year we are thinking about: 
“Companions on the Road” !

We meet on a weekly basis and the Leaders and 
members of the Guild are always delighted to 
welcome along anyone interested, either on a 
regular basis or on selective evenings as the 
interest takes you.  !

A warm welcome awaits friends old and new. !!
The new Programme will be distributed during the 

month of September to all who have attended 
before.  

If you wish to receive a programme please contact  
Muriel McCandlish on 814854 !

Programme 
October 
 1st ‘Jeely Piece Night’ - Welcome Back 
     - At Home 
    8th On the Guild Theme              
   ‘Companions on the Road’                     
       - Rev. Fiona McKibbin                                     
  15th ‘Action on Hearing Loss’             
   - Malaika Rose                               
  22nd Sailor’s Society Project Evening             
   - Rev Becky Haldane                               
  29th ‘Wee Fudge Company’             
   - Joyce Brady                               



Uddingston Pride Update !
The annual Craft Fayre in June was very successful, as usual, with every available table booked by 
enthusiastic local crafters, and the standard of goods on display was as high as ever. The level of support from 
local people was most gratifying, and a good many items were bought to decorate houses throughout the 
Village. Special thanks are due to the ladies of the Church who so ably managed the tea room, and to those 
who produced the home baking which was greatly enjoyed by all.  !
We have been kept busy all summer, keeping the bedding plants watered and healthy, and we hope you will 
all agree that the Village has looked at its best once again. Special thanks are due to all those who gave of 
their time to keep the plants healthy and colourful. And thanks, too, to all those who came out to help with 
our evening tidy-ups, making the place look clean, tidy and litter-free. !
On Saturday, 27th July, the Fun Day in Crofthead Park was a great success, although the weather could have 
been kinder, those who came along had an enjoyable afternoon. The churches were well represented, with 
Park Church ladies busy face painting, and lots of children became butterflies, bunny rabbits and a wide 
variety of other animals. The Parish Church made delicious cakes and served teas, and the Nazarene Church 
played games with the children. The crafters in the David Milne Centre had a busy time and sold lots of items, 
and the Lanarkshire Fire and Rescue Engine came along to add to the excitement. Steevo the clown blew up 
lots of balloons to make animals and did some magic tricks. Great fun for all the family, a good time was had 
by all. !
The Beautiful Scotland judges visited Uddingston on 30th July, and we were happy to show them round our 
Village, which we think was looking really well, and we hope they were pleased with what they were shown. 
Highlights of the tour included the War Memorial, the Station, Crofthead Park, and the Churches, who always 
look great and are a credit to their respective gardeners. We also visited the award-winning Viewpark Organic 
Gardens, and the new SUDS pond between the motorway and Blantyre Farm Road, which is now full of wild 
flowers, and lots of butterflies. We won’t know the results of the competitions until the Award Ceremony in 
mid September. But the judges certainly seemed to be impressed, hopefully enough so that we might achieve 
gold once again. !
Another of the highlights of the judging tour was a visit to North Lanarkshire Council’s Viewpark Gardens on 
New Edinburgh Road, which are most attractive and interesting, especially the greenhouses. They are well 
worth a visit. Sadly, the council are proposing to close the gardens in September, so I would encourage you all 
to go along and enjoy them NOW, before it’s too late. !
With a bit of luck with the weather, we hope to have Uddingston looking colourful until well into the Autumn.  !
Notes for your diaries: we will be hosting another MacMillan Coffee morning in early October, and a Quiz Night 
on 18th October in the Masonic Hall. Look out for further details of these events. 

 Sandy Robertson 
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Friday Lunch Club !
The first Friday in July saw a ‘Soup Lunch Cafe’ 
popping up in our large hall. By August the 
‘Friday Lunch Cafe’ was firmly established. !
Delicious homemade soups, home baking, tea 
and coffee is supplied and served by a team of 
volunteers from our church and local community 
groups e.g. Uddingston Pride. There is no charge 
for lunch although donations to charity are 
gratefully received. Lunch is served 12 - 2pm 
and most people linger to chat. !
On Friday 26th July sandwiches were added to 
the menu for the arrival of a Payback Team. This 
group had come along to cut back shrubbery and 
trim trees to let light into the informal part of 
the church garden. A skip was filled which was 
promptly uplifted and the work they undertook 
has made an amazing difference and plans for 
the next phase are in the pipeline. !
On Saturday 27th July Uddingston Old took a 
gazebo to Crofthead Park Fun Day to distribute 

tea and coffee and home baking to the community. !
It rained last year but unfortunately this year the rain 
was torrential, however all the flasks of tea and coffee 
were drunk and over £120 collected for charity. The 
baking not eaten was offered with tea and coffee after 
the Service next day and the remainder taken to the 
Lodging House Mission by Liz and Jim to be enjoyed by 
those the using  services there. 

Liz Lyttle

Join us at Uddingston Old Parish Church Hall!
at our Soup Cafe!

      Coffee! !
 Tea!   Home Baking     !
! ! ! Company!
! ! ! ! ! Every Friday!
! ! !            Between 12noon and 2pm!!
! ! !         No Charge. !
! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! A donation Box available.!
! ! ! !
!       Bring your friends and enjoy a lovely lunch.
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Monday Club 

The Monday Club will start again on 2nd 
September. The afternoon will commence at 

1pm with an opportunity to grab a bowl of soup 
and have a chat, followed by the afternoon’s 
activity, commencing at 2pm and finishing at 

3.30pm. 

Looking forward to catching up with you all and 
welcoming new faces. 

Our programme for September & October is: 

September 

  2nd Singalong 

  9th Bite & Blether 

16th Film 

23rd Tea Dance 

30th September Holiday 

October 

  7th Bite & Blether 

14th Film 

21st Tea Dance 

28th Singalong

Dates for your Diary !
Summer Sunday Services at 11am 

Evening Services Resume Sunday 6th October !
Tea & Coffee after the morning service each week !

Monday 2nd September !
Monday Club resumes in Large Hall at 1pm !

Monday 16th September !
Board meets at 7.30pm followed by Kirk session !

Tuesday 1st October !
Guild Re-starts 7.30pm in Large Hall !

Sunday 6th October !
Communion Service at 11am in Church  

and at 6.30pm in Large Hall !
Monday 7th October !

There will be a short Service of Communion  
from 12.30pm - 1pm !

United Men’s Fellowship resumes at 7.30pm  
in the Side Sanctuary !
Sunday 13th October !

Kirk Session Conference 1.30pm - 3 pm

Top Tip !
Don’t wear headphones 

while vacuuming. 

I’ve just finished the whole 

house before realising the 

vacuum wasn’t plugged in. !
Oops!

HYMN 365  !
This is too funny - but I suspect the minister didn't 

appreciate it.  
 

A minister was completing a temperance sermon.  
With great emphasis he said, 

'If I had all the beer in the world,  
I'd take it and pour it into the river.'  

 
With even greater emphasis he said,  

'And if I had all the wine in the world,  
I'd take it and pour it into the river.'  

 
And then finally, shaking his fist in the air, 

 he said, 'And if I had all the whiskey in the world,  
I'd take it and pour it into the river.'  

 
Sermon complete, he sat down... 

 
The song leader stood very cautiously and announced  
with a smile, nearly laughing, 'For our closing song,  !

Let us sing Hymn 365,  !
'Shall We Gather at the River.' 

 
 Smile - life is too short not to!! 

See you at the river! 
Bring your own glass! 


