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Pastoral Letter !
Surprise us with love at daybreak: then we’ll skip and dance all the day long. 

Psalm 90:14 

Dear Friends 

As many of you know I am someone who talks for a living so it may be surprising to hear 
that I was stuck for words. Stuck for words by you the good folk who surprised both Eddie 
and me during Sunday worship to celebrate our 25th Wedding Anniversary with the largest 
cake I have ever seen (and it was a good cake). As someone who likes to be in control of 
worship, knows exactly what is going to happen I was certainly taken unawares when Jim 
our Session Clerk stopped the service and asked Eddie to come forward. We had no idea 
what was happening and I was indeed speechless … which according to Eddie is a hard 
achievement, so well done to all those who gave of their time to organise this wonderful 
surprise.  

To all of you can I say thank you so much for your kindness, for your cards, gifts, flowers 
and kind words. It was unexpected and very much appreciated. It will be a moment in our 
time with you that we will never forget. It added to our celebrations. We chose to have a 
quiet anniversary, partly due to the fact that Eddie was on the backshift (totally romantic) 
but we wanted to share that moment with the people we love and create space for us to 
reflect on the years gone by. We also managed some time away to visit Dornoch which is a 
special place in our hearts. By creating space in our hectic life and workloads we were 
able to reflect on the good times and the difficult times that have shaped us over those 
25 years together.   

To say it’s been an easy journey would not be honest. We have had our moments, even 
seasons, of heartache and pain. There were times it felt that we were on the losing end.  
Life just didn’t seem fair. Our ambitions and life's work changed unexpectedly. Yet hope 
overtook those challenges in the end and we were able to smile once again and we give 
thanks to God for those moments. With faithfulness and prayer we are reminded that 
better days are always ahead of us. That God is active in our lives and this community 
brings such joy. We are reminded that no matter what we are facing God can turn an 
experience of futility into one of hope. With God, the dawn doesn't just bring another day 
on the treadmill of life; God brings a new day and a new chance at living. Life has its ups 
and downs. There are patches of tough going and seas of smooth sailing. There are times 
we ask "Why God?" only to realise that, with Faith, God will give us an answer. We are 
reminded that ‘Dejection’ is temporary but ‘Hope’ is eternal  

So once again many thanks and here’s to the next 25 years.  

Blessings    

Rev Fiona       Reverend Fiona McKibbin 
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Duty Roster !
Morning Service at 11am  

Evening Services will resume in October. 
Front Door teams for the coming weeks: !

November 10th Pamela Aitken 
  17th Helen Cuthbert 
  24th Margaret Abercrombie 
     
December   6th Walker Lyttle 
   (Communion) 

If you are in one of the above teams,  
please bear in mind that you should try to arrange  

for a substitute if you can’t make it. !
Tea & Coffee is served every week in the Large 

Hall after the Morning Service !
The Guild will serve on Sunday November 17th 
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After Service Teas !
The total raised to the end of September for  

ERSKINE is  £1687.39 !
Thanks to everyone who attends and contributes 

and enjoys the fellowship after the  
Morning & Evening Services.

Church Roll Intimations !
Baptism !!!!!

Sunday 13th October 2019 !
Rosie Sarah Broadfoot 

Daughter of Craig & Gillian (nee Guy) 

THE GUILD!
is holding a!

COFFEE MORNING!
with!

   GIFTS & CAKE & CANDY STALLS!
from !

 10AM -12NOON !
on!

Saturday 16th November     Tea Ticket—£4!!
Please come along and support us.

CHRISTMAS GIFT SERVICE !
Yes, it is that time of year again. Our gift service will 
take place on Sunday 22nd December and this year we 
are supporting CHAS. I am certain we have all heard of 

the great work this charity does, not only 
for the children in their care, but also 
for the families.  !
The help is given to children and young 
people up to 18 and we have been asked 
to donate gifts that can be given for 
birthdays as well as Christmas. !

Here is the suggested list: 
Craft materials of any sort are always 
used and need replaced, 
Gift vouchers for Boots, Cinemas, 
ITunes 
Books especially for older children 
Small toys that can be played on a table or even in bed 
Pyjamas but no Christmas designs please. !
I understand that times are difficult but my hope is 
that you can take some time to support this important 
charity and donate a gift. If you are unsure of what to 
buy a gift of money will allow CHAS to use it where the 

need is greatest. !
Every year I become anxious about 
donations and every year you have been 
very generous and kind, please keep up 
this great work. If you have any 

questions please phone me.  
Thank you in advance. !

Grace McKirdy  on 812510 

!! !
The Social Committee extend a very  

BIG THANK YOU  
to everyone who contributed to  

and attended the Coffee Morning  on  
Friday 11th October. !

The magnificent sum of £681 was raise. 

Internment of Ashes !
The ashes of Anne and Sam Thurley were laid to rest 

in Troon Cemetery on Wednesday 30th October.
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All Things Scottish Quiz !
How well do you know Scotland - it’s History, 

Culture and People? Test your Knowledge with 
this Quiz which is based on Scottish Place 

Names, Famous People, History, Food, 
Inventions, Words & Phrases.  !

1. He was born in Portobello and started his working life as a 
mill worker and pit boy in the mines. He was small in height 
and became one of Scotland’s best loved Music Hall 
Comedians. Who was he? 
Answer:   !
2. Who was the Edinburgh Doctor who bought bodies from 
William Burke and William Hare and dissected them in front 
of his Medical Students? 
Answer: !
3. This world famous author came from Kirriemuir and wrote 
about a boy who can never grow up. What is the name of the 
author and what was the name of the boy? 
Answer:    !
4.  In the Highlands of Scotland there are the remains of a 
large Roman Fort; where a cache of one million metal nails, 
which had been buried by the Romans, was found. Where is 
this Fort?                                                                       
Answer:    !
5. What is the English meaning of the following Scottish 
words?  
a) vennel     b) pig     c) kenspeckle    d) jiggered    
e) hoatching    f) coggle !
Answer:   !
6. In what year, and between which two Scottish sides, did 
the first official Scottish Football match take place? 
Answer:    !
7. In 1774 he became the Tory MP for Midlothian in the 
Westminster Parliament, becoming Lord Advocate with a 
powerful influence in the British Government. He is 
recognised as being responsible for integrating Scotland into 
the Union by making it possible for Scots to share the wealth 
of the growing and expanding British Empire. Who was he? 
Answer:    !
8. In 1780 the first school in Britain designed to teach deaf & 
dumb children was founded in Scotland. Who founded it and 
where was it located? 
Answer:   
  
9. This red-sandstone tenement flat in Glasgow is owned by 
the National Trust and has remained as a time capsule from 
1911 - 1965. It has never been altered and retains all its 
original fittings apart from gas lighting which was restored by 
the Trust. Where in Glasgow is this tenement flat? 
Answer:    !
10. One of Scotland’s worst Fishing Disasters took place in 
1881 with the loss of 129 men and boys. Where did this 
disaster happen? 
Answer:  !
11. It was one of the oldest girls’ school in the world and was 
founded by a wealthy widow in Edinburgh for the daughters 
of Edinburgh Burgesses. What is the name of the school? 
Answer:   !
12. What sporting achievement happened in Edinburgh on 
17th March 1990? 
Answer:    

(Answers in December magazine) 
(Thanks to MK for this) !

Answers to All Things Scottish Quiz  
in October Magazine  !

 1. He was Alexander Leslie. 
 2. The Fiery Cross. 
 3. Mary Queen of Scots.  
 4. The Picts won the Battle and their victory 
stopped the Northumbrian and Anglian advance 
into Scotland. They retreated to the South of 
the River Forth which allowed the Picts to rule 
from the River Forth to the Moray Firth from 
then until the 9th century . 
 5. a) windpipe  b) tough  c) male vest, 
undershirt  d) buttock, hips  e) bad-tempered  
f) talk, gossip, chat. 
 6. The Boys Brigade. 
 7. Potatoes, turnips, chives (optional), butter, 
pepper, salt. Equal quantities of potatoes and 
turnips boiled and then mashed together. The 
other ingredients are then added, the whole 
mixture is then thoroughly mixed and served 
very hot.  
 8. Dyce (Aberdeen Airport). 
 9. 1. Scandinavians (Vikings)  2. Picts (Celts)  
3. Irish (Scots)  4. English (Angles)  5. British 
(Britons) . 
10. The Black Watch along with the other 
Highland Regiments. 
11. Oatmeal, seasoned with salt and pepper, 
and cold water. Mix the oatmeal and the cold 
water until it is thin enough to drink 
12. Jimmy Reid, one of the leaders of the 
Upper Clyde Shipbuilders Work-in.

Monday Club 

The Monday Club will be entertained by Piggery 
Brae on Monday 18th November.  

Entry is free, however donations for the 
Scottish Poppy Appeal will be gratefully 

received. 

Looking forward to catching up with you all and 
welcoming new faces. 

Our programme for November - December is: 

November 

  4th Bite & Blether 

 11th Film 

18th Piggery Brae Folk Group 

25th Scottish Singalong 

December 

  2nd Bite & Blether 

  9th Christmas Singalong 

16th Uddingston Grammar Entertains



Uddingston Pride Update !
After another busy and successful year, we have now cleared the annual bedding plants from the Main Street, 
and have planted bulbs in the large black containers, so hopefully we will have a cheery display in 
Springtime. The barrels at the Old Parish have been planted out with pansies, which hopefully will give a 
colourful welcome to the Church over the Winter. !
The Macmillan Coffee Morning that we hosted jointly with local MP Angela Crawley was well attended, and 
we were able to hand over a good donation to the charity. It was convenient that the one in the Old Parish 
Church, held on the same day, ran on after ours, so many people were able to attend both events. Macmillan 
Cancer Care benefited substantially from the joint efforts. Thanks are due to all those who prepared and 
served the teas and baking, and to all of you who came along and supported the Charity  !
Another success was the annual Quiz Night, held in the Masonic Hall which was also very well attended. Our 
thanks go to Jim Vasey, who had prepared a variety of challenging questions. The evening was greatly 
enjoyed by all who came along and the Group funds received a welcome boost.  !
We are well ahead with our preparations for the Christmas Open Day, with bands booked, school choirs 
rehearsing, dancers busily practicing their routines, and Santa has been contacted and given detailed 
directions to Uddingston Main Street. So we are expecting the day to be the usual great success, all we need 
now is some fair weather. Don’t miss this great event, the highlight of wintertime in Uddingston. 

 Sandy Robertson 
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Tuesday 1st October 
Leader Marjory Kirkwood warmly welcomed everyone to the 
first meeting of the new session. This was an ‘At Home’ 
meeting known as the ‘Jeely Piece Night’. As well as having a 
selection of home-made jams and a variety of brown and 
white breads; secretary Muriel McCandlish had organised an 
evening of entertainment, which included quizzes and 
readings. The quizzes were tackled in groups sitting at the 
tables with prizes going to the winning groups. The humorous 
readings ‘What makes a woman happy?’ and ‘McGregor and 
Willie at the Sunday School Soiree’ were given by Muriel, 
much to the enjoyment of the audience. It was a light 
hearted evening with lots of laughs and thoroughly enjoyed 
by all. !
The vote of thanks was given by Margaret Faith. !
Tuesday 8th October 
Leader Marjory Kirkwood warmly welcomed everyone and 
introduced our own Minister as speaker for the evening. Fiona 
spoke on the Guild Theme ‘Companions for the Road’ and 
kept us enthralled as she skilfully questioned us as to how we 
became Guild members and elicited what we gained by being 
members. Using her Flip Chart to record our answers and 
thoughts she found out how we had been encouraged to join, 
who had invited us, how long we had been members and 
what we thought was stopping younger folk from joining the 
Guild. The answers were very illuminating with some 
members having 30+ years and others 3 years with most being 
between 10 - 25 years of membership and service. Fiona’s 
questions made for an enjoyable evening and left us all with 
food for thought 
  
The vote of thanks was given by Muriel McCandlish. !
Tuesday 15th October 
Marjory Kirkwood welcomed everyone and our Speaker for the 
evening Malaika Rose whose topic was ‘Action on Hearing 
Loss’.!!
Malaika was an excellent speaker , well prepared and gave an 
excellent presentation on the various types of hearing loss, the 
aids available and advice as to how to speak to someone who 
suffers from hearing loss.

We were unaware until well into her talk that Malaika herself 
suffers from hearing loss. She told us that she is totally deaf in 
one ear and has only partial hearing in her other ear and has 
to wear a hearing aid. Her communication skills were so good 
and she is excellent at lip reading so we were surprised when 
she told us of her problem. She gave us lots of information on 
hearing aids, about tinnitus and about benefits and support 
services etc which were readily taken up by the Guild 
members.!
One very valuable tip contained in the information leaflet 
’Communication Tips’ for speaking to someone with Hearing 
Loss;!!
• Always ask if they need to lip read you.!
• Make sure you have the person’s attention before starting 

to speak!
• Have good lighting away from noise and distractions.!
• Turn your face towards them.!
• Speak clearly and use normal lip movements, facial 

expressions and gestures.!
• If the person doesn’t understand what you said, try saying 

it a different way!
• Don’t shout - that can be uncomfortable for a hearing aid 

user.!
• If you are talking to one person with hearing loss and one 

without, focus on both of them.!!
The vote of thanks was given by Heather Inglis.

The Guild

Upcoming Programme 
November 
       12th  ‘Charlie, Meg & Me’ 
       - Gregor Ewing                                     
Saturday      16th   GUILD COFFEE MORNING 
    FUND RAISER 10am - Noon                               
           19th   ‘Victoria’s Sons’          
       - Wendy Sandiford                               
          26th    Armchair Travel Evening           
                                  
December 
!   !  5th! ‘At Home for Christmas’!                         
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United Men's Fellowship !
Monday 7th October 
President Bobby Keys welcomed members to the first 
meeting of the session with a special welcome to Pastor 
Andrew Goodwin from the Church of the Nazerine, 
Viewpark who would be leading our service this evening.  !
Andrew has been a Pastor in his church for 10 years and is 
currently working towards full ordination. !
Following Bible readings from Isaiah and the Gospel of 
Mark, Andrew commented on their continued relevance to 
our life today. Following this Andrew celebrated the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion in a most dignified manner 
with the members being served by Bob Read and Craig 
Mains.  !
At the close Bobby Keys expressed our thanks to Andrew 
for a most uplifting and excellent service. !
Monday 14th October 
President Bobby Keys welcomed members and introduced 
our guest this evening Max Flemmick OBE whose topic was 
100 Years of the Telephone.  !
Max worked for GPO for over 40 years and has a wide 
experience of all types of telephone installations from 
domestic, business, industrial and everything in between. 
He also has his own Telephone Museum at his home in 
Darvel with a wide range of telephone instruments from 
many eras. After a potted history of telephones using a 
“small” display of instruments he had brought along to 
demonstrate, Max answered many interesting questions 
raised by the members.  !
Craig Mains gave a hearty Vote of Thanks to Max for an 
excellent talk and most interesting display !
Monday 21st October 
President Bobby Keys welcomed members and gave a 
special welcome to Bill Hicks and Jill Scott whose topic 
was “When Sundays brought the POST”.  !
Bill and Jill have had some 75 years service between them 
working for the “Sunday Post”. Bill joined in 1970 as an 
office boy and Jill  in 1975 as a junior reporter. Both gave 
very interesting accounts of their time working for 
D.C.Thomson in various capacities. Interestingly, although 
the company is based in Dundee, all of the printing and 
distribution is carried out in Glasgow. At its peak the 
“Post’ had a circulation of 1.7m in Scotland.  !
Both Bill and Jill gave many funny and interesting tales of 
their time trying to interview people sometimes with no 
results other than “yes, no or maybe”.  !
Bobby Keys gave a hearty vote of thanks to Bill and Jill for 
a most interesting and illuminating presentation. !

United Mens’ Fellowship Programme !
  November 
  4th Franklin’s Legs 
    - Liz McIntyre 
 11th Glasgow’s Dance Halls 
   - John Walker 
 18th More Nostalgia 
   - Kevin Smith 
 25th Photographs on the Edge 
   - Heather Kerr 
December 
   2nd Mission Aviation Fellowship 
   - Ian Nelson

Dates for your Diary !
Sunday Services at 11am 

Traditional Evening Services   
6.30pm on 1st Sunday each month !

Tea & Coffee after the morning service each week. !
Tuesday 12th November 

Session Meets 7.30pm !
Saturday 16th November 

Guild Coffee Morning 10am - 12noon !
Sunday 6th December 

Communion Service at 11am in Church  
and at 6.30pm in Large Hall !

Monday 9th December 
Board meets 7.30pm 

Field Post Censored !
The unfamiliar writing squeezed her heart. 
Trembling paper starkly struck its blow. 
“With very real regret  ….” 
Engraved forever 
that moment of his death was somewhere else. 
Breath struggled with reality. 
“Fine fellow …   shrapnel … 
Doing his duty … Ypres…” 
Words on pages, 
to be dealt with later. !
First born. 
Never to be old. 
Air sank with the weight of it. 
His death was everywhere 
demanding acceptance. 
Outwith his space 
condolences came 
gift-wrapped in ashen tones. 
Words, 
to be dealt with later. !
Lost in her incompleteness 
silences were filled with him. 
The past became her present, 
her life, 
to be dealt with differently. 
Implacable, he gazed from the piano 
stifling conversations, 
until his shadow shortened. !
One day someone said, “Who’s that?” 
the smiling soldier in the silver frame.


