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Pastoral Letter !
Dear Friends 

As many of you know I am an avid reader and I came across this quote from JRR Tolkien in 
his novel the Hobbit:- 

“I am looking for someone to share in an adventure that I am arranging, and it's very 
difficult to find anyone.”  

‘I should think so — in these parts! We are plain quiet folk and have no use for 
adventures. Nasty disturbing uncomfortable things! Make you late for dinner!’  

I find that this quotes describes how many of us feel when we are being asked to 
participate in an event or new way of being that disrupts our way of life.  

Over the last few months our church worship life on a Sunday is looking different. To begin 
with our children and families meet at 10am and finish at 11am. We still have our 
traditional service at 11am, however what was our children’s slot has become an 
opportunity for our adults to reflect upon various issues relating to faith, prayer and 
scripture life etc. I recognise that not all of us are comfortable with this and it will take 
some time to engage with what is going on.  

When you think about it, Sunday morning is more than coming to church and sitting on a 
pew listening to the minister for the next hour. It’s about worshipping God and deepening 
our own relationship with God through Christ. Hence the fact that we are going back to 
the basics of our Christian faith, finding ways of re-igniting our faith, reconnecting with 
the scriptures, with prayer and journeying together and re-discovering our relationships 
with each other and the wider community. That is why I’m encouraging you to journey 
through your bible over the year, maybe consider joining us for various opportunities to 
discuss faith, deepen our prayer life and nurture our faith. There is no excuse for saying I 
can’t be bothered or I don’t have enough time or I come to church so that is enough. It’s 
our responsibility to set aside time to dwell in the spirit of God, through prayer and  by 
delving into the scriptures. As I said the other week, what will kill a church or worshipping 
community is the apathy in the pews. We need to find a way of moving from a consumer 
church to a participatory church where we all get involved, young and old together.  

I understand that we do struggle to change our way of living and that it’s hard to get back 
to reading scripture when we have lost our way. However, whether we like it or not the 
command of Jesus is to nurture and develop disciples. We are here to help each other 
grow in faith. We are meant to be the fruit bearing disciples demonstrated in our 
character and in our ministry. As Jesus says:-  

‘Follow me and I will send you out to fish for people’. (Mark 1,17)  

Friends, we have been caught by Christ and it’s now our turn to bring others to faith and 
that is our challenge for 2020    

Blessings 

Rev Fiona       Reverend Fiona McKibbin 
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Duty Roster !
Morning Service at 11am  !

Front Door teams for the coming weeks: !
February   9th Margaret Ballantyne 
  16th Billy Ballantyne 
  23rd Carol Frame 
      
 March   1st Walker Lyttle 
   (Communion) 
     8th Margaret Clark 
  15th James Caskie 
  22nd Mary Fox 
  29th Pamela Aitken !

If you are in one of the above teams,  
please bear in mind that you should try to arrange  

for a substitute if you can’t make it. !
Tea & Coffee is served every week in the Large 

Hall after the Morning Service !
The Girls Brigade will serve on  

Sunday February 23rd 
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After Service Teas !
The total raised during 2019 for  

ERSKINE was  £2130 
A big thank you to everyone who contributed 

towards this excellent total. !
The Choir have nominated the  

‘Scottish Air Ambulance’ charity   
to be the recipient of monies raised during 2020  

at the  
After Service Teas & Coffee.

Church Roll Intimations !
Baptism !!!!!

Sunday 26th January 2020 !
Jess Esme Dina Newlands 

Daughter of Gemma & David Newlands !
Membership Changes !

Mrs E Frood  
has moved house within Uddingston !
Parish Funerals conducted by  

Rev. Fiona McKibbin !
At this sad time our prayers and condolences  

are with the families 
of 

Mr Peter Galbraith 
Date of Death: 4th December 2019 !

and !
Mr John Strachan 

Date of Death: 19th December 2019 !
and !

Mr Alastair Stewart 
Date of Death: 24th January 2020 !

Pastoral Care !
We would like to thank everyone who helped to make 

the Twixmas lunch a huge success. !
Special thanks to Elaine Kirkwood for playing for us,  

to  the Girls Brigade officers and members of the 
congregation who helped prepare and serve the food 

and to those who came along to support it.  !
We fed 52 guests and 17 helpers.  !

Thank you all for your generous donations of £73 and 
11 carrier bags of groceries for the Lodging House 

Mission 

Watchnight Service !
At the Watchnight Service on 24th December the 

sum of £294 was collected for Christian Aid. !
Many thanks to all those who contributed.

Curry & Quiz Night !
The Social Committee are holding another popular 

Curry & Quiz Night  
on Saturday 22nd February 

at 7pm 
Ticket £8  

available from the committee !
Bring along a team or come on your own and join up 

and make a team and enjoy a great evening.

Why is it that a friendly chat
Can often turn to spite?

Malicious gossip meant to show
A neighbour in bad light.

What good can come of such a course?
What pleasure can be had

In spreading tales about a life
That may not be so bad?

We should remember when we chat
That far from being smart,

Unfriendly gossip will degrade
The persons taking part.

P.J. Barsby
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All Things Scottish Quiz !
How well do you know Scotland - it’s History, 

Culture and People? Test your Knowledge with 
this Quiz which is based on Scottish Place 

Names, Famous People, History, Food, 
Inventions, Words & Phrases.  !

1. Located on the Northern Coast of Scotland is a small 
village popular with hillwalkers, birdwatchers and 
mountaineers. Its name is the same as part of human 
anatomy. What is its name? 
Answer:   !
2. In 1963, at the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, a lady made a speech on women’s rights. Her 
speech was so powerful that it led the way to the decision, 
taken by the General Assembly five years later, to allow 
women to be ordained as Ministers of the Church of 
Scotland. Who was she? 
Answer: !
3.  In 1924 who used a ventriloquist’s dummy known as 
Stooky Bill? 
Answer:    !
4.  Which Englishman spoke the following words when 
talking about Oats: ‘A grain which in England is generally 
given to horses, but in Scotland supports the people?                                                                       
Answer:    !
5.  What was the Scotsman’s reply to this individual’s 
description of Oats? 
Answer:   !
6. Which town shares its name with a book written by one of 
Scotland’s famous authors? 
Answer:    !
7. Translate into English the following Scottish words?  
a) mish-mash    b) dicht    c) divot    d) dinger    
e) tarry-fingered   f) set-to  g)  pech 
Answer:    !
8. A monument of a Scottish politician stands at the top of 
Buchanan Street in Glasgow. Who was he? 
Answer:   
  
9. It is edible and is called ‘Pan Haggerty’. What is it? 
Answer:    !
10. Who was the last Scottish King to be crowned at Scone? 
Answer:  !
11. This Scotsman was responsible for designing and 
implementing in Liverpool in 1848 the first integrated 
sewerage system in the world. His far reaching vision 
reduced the spread of disease and doubled the life 
expectancy of Liverpool’s citizens. Who was he? 
Answer:   !
12. Why were the years 2012 and 2013 important for 
Scottish tennis player, Andy Murray ? 
Answer:    

(Answers in March magazine) 
(Thanks to MK for this) !

Answers to All Things Scottish Quiz  
in December Magazine  !

 1. Iona. Local folklore says that this is the 
place the Vikings killed 68 monks and lay 
workers in 802 A.D. 
 2. Ian Hamilton, Gavin Vernon, Alan Stuart 
and Kay Mathieson. 
 3. Rum, cold water, sugar, lemons and 
limes.  
 4. Henry Duncan. 
 5. a) a reel or bobbin  b) pattern of tartan  
c) young sea trout  d) elder tree e) bun 
 f) thump/bump 
 6. Allan Wells won Gold in the 100 metres 
sprint at the Olympic Games in Moscow in 
1980. 
 7. Clementina Walkinshaw. Her rich 
merchant father owned the estates of 
Barrowfield and Camlachie.  
 8. Cunning may be disguised, but truth does 
not need any cover or embellishment. 
 9.  Deborah Kerr. 
10. Sir Walter Scott (1771 - 1832). 
11. Scotland Street School which is now a 
museum including three classrooms 
constructed as they would have been in 
different eras. 
12. She was Dolly the sheep, born at the 
Roslin Institute; the first ever successful 
cloning of an animal from an adult cell.

How To Wash A Cat !
1. Put both lids of the toilet up. 
2. Add 1/8 cup of pet shampoo to the water in the 

bowl. 
3. Pick the cat up and soothe him while you carry 

him to the bathroom. 
4. In one smooth movement, put the cat in the 

toilet and close the lid. 
(You may need to stand on the lid) 

5. The cat will self agitate and make ample suds. 
Never mind the noises that come from the toilet, 
the cat is enjoying this!!! 

6. Flush the toilet three or four times. This provides 
a ‘power-wash’ and rinse. 

7. Have someone open the front door of your home. 
8. Be sure there are no people between the 

bathroom and the front door. 
9. Stand behind the toilet as far as you can, and 

quickly lift the lid. The cat will rocket out of the 
toilet, streak through the house and run outside 
where he will dry himself off. 

10.Both the toilet and the cat will be sparkling 
clean. 

Contributed by a dog! !
Please do not try this with your cat!
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Woman and a Fork    !
There   was a young woman who had been diagnosed with a  terminal   illness and had been given three 
months to   live. So as she   was getting her things 'in order,' she contacted her Pastor and had him come to 
her house to  discuss certain aspects of  her final wishes.   
 
She told him which songs she   wanted sung at the service, what scriptures she would like read, and what 
outfit she wanted to be buried in.    
 
Everything was in order and the  Pastor was  preparing to leave when the young woman suddenly   
remembered something very important to her.    
 
'There's one more thing,' she  said excitedly..   
'What's that?' came the  Pastor's reply.   
'This is very important,' the  young woman  continued. 'I want to be buried with a fork in  my  right hand.'   
The Pastor stood looking at  the  young woman, not knowing quite  what  to say.    
 
That surprises you, doesn't  it?' the young  woman asked.  
 
'Well, to be honest, I'm  puzzled  by the request,' said the Pastor.   
 
The young   woman explained. 'My   grandmother once told me this story, and from that time on I   have 
always tried to   pass along its message to those I love   and those who are in need of encouragement. In all 
my years  of attending socials and dinners, I always remember that when the dishes of the main course were 
being cleared, someone would inevitably lean over and say, 'Keep your  fork.' It was my favourite part 
because I knew that   something better was coming ….. like velvety chocolate cake or deep-dish apple pie. 
Something wonderful, and with  substance!'   
 
So, I just want people to   see me there in that casket with a fork in my hand and   I want   them to wonder 
'What's with the fork?'  Then I  want you to  tell them: 'Keep your fork …. the best is  yet to come.'   
 
The Pastor's eyes welled  up  with tears of joy as he hugged the young woman good-bye. He knew this would 
be one of the last times he would see her  before her death. But he also knew that the young woman had a 
better grasp of heaven than he did. She had a better grasp of what heaven would be like than many people 
twice her age,  with twice as   much experience and knowledge. She KNEW that  something  better was 
coming.  !
At the funeral people were walking by the young woman's casket and they saw the cloak she was wearing 
and the fork placed in  her right hand. Over and over, the Pastor heard the  question, 'What's with the fork?' 
and over and over he  smiled.    
 
During his message, the   Pastor told the people of the conversation he had with   the young   woman shortly 
before she died. He also told  them about the  fork and about what it symbolised to  her. He told the people  
how he could not stop thinking  about the fork and told them that they probably would  not be able to stop 
thinking about it either.   
 
He was right. So the next time   you reach down   for your fork let it remind you, ever so   gently, that the 
best is yet to come.  Friends  are a very rare jewel,  indeed. They make you smile and encourage you to 
succeed.     Cherish the time you have, and the memories you share. Being friends with someone is not an 
opportunity, but a sweet  responsibility.  

A Prayer for February
Trees felling

Ground exposing
Rains falling
Mud forming

Shacks slipping
Desperation creeping

Hope fading
Help coming
Faith acting

Future clearing
Hope rising
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Monday 13th January !
President Bobby Keys welcomed members and introduced 
the speaker for the evening, our secretary Mr Craig Mains. 
Bobby opened the meeting with a prayer and bible reading 
from Hebrews chapter 7. 

Craig’s presentation for the evening was titled “Not to Miss 
Glasgow”. Craig gave us a tour round a few familiar places 
and some not so well known and provided insight to them. 
We started in George Square with some statutes including 
James Oswald MP, and merchant. The City Chambers, 
foundation stone laid in 1883, opened to the public in 1889 
and some 400,000 people visited over 10 days. The Boys’ 
Brigade was also founded in 1883 at the North Woodside 
Mission Church; there is a plaque on the wall 
commemorating Sir William Alexander Smith the founder. In 
Kelvingrove Park 2 cottages were constructed by Lever 
Brothers, replicas of the model housing constructed on 
Merseyside for their Sunlight Soap workers. The company 
gifted them to the council after the 1901 exhibition. Other 
places highlighted were Templeton Building, 29 killed when 
a wall collapsed; Springburn Winter Gardens, now derelict; 
Britannia Panopticon, the world’s oldest surviving music 
hall. We visited over 30 sites during the evening so we could 
fill the page with all the stories about them.  

Bobby Keys gave a hearty vote of thanks to Craig for all the 
work he did in preparing such a terrific presentation. 

Monday 20th January !
Vice President Willie Paul welcomed members and following 
devotions, welcomed back our guest speaker, Grace Hyslop. 

In an extremely well presented account, delivered most 
intriguely in the first person, Grace focused on the 
association of Robert Burns with Agnes Craig, known to her 
friends as ‘Nancy’. Married at the age of 18, in 1776, and 
separated from her husband after four years, the 29 year 
old Agnes Maclehose was attracted to Burns at a tea party 
given by a friend. Determined to meet the Bard, Agnes 
invited Burns for tea at her Edinburgh apartment. However, 
the meeting did not take place as Burns suffered an 
accident resulting from the actions of a drunken coachman, 
and injured his knee. Despite this, correspondence 
blossomed between Burns and Agnes Maclehose. They 
exchanged verse and adopted the pseudonyms Sylvanda and 
Clarinda respectively to disguise their clandestine 
association. Burns visited Agnes in early 1788 but soon after 
and quite suddenly struck up an affair with Agnes’s personal 
maid, Jennie Cloe, resulting in the birth of a son. Burns 
returned to Tarbolton and married Jean Armour. It is likely 
that this was a requirement of his employment as an excise 
officer. 

In 1791 Agnes sailed for Jamaica to meet up with her 
estranged husband, sent their following his imprisonment. 
He was not at the quayside, having forged a relationship 
with another lady, and Agnes returned to Scotland. Agnes 
met Burns again for the last time in December 1791 and he 
died in 1796.  

Agnes Maclehose died in 1841 aged 82 and is buried in the 
Canongate Church grounds in Edinburgh.  

Jim Rhind gave a warm vote of thanks and for an extremely 
well prepared presentation made all the more vivid by 
Grace adopting the person of her topic. 

United Men's Fellowship

Monday 27th January !
President Bobby Keys welcomed members and following 
the devotions, welcomed back our guest speaker, Heather 
Willmott. Heather was accompanied by her husband, 
Peter. 

Following two walking holidays in the central part of the 
Bernese Oberland in Switzerland, Heather presented a 
large selection of photographs taken in that part of the 
Swiss Alps. These included breath taking images of the 
north face of the Eiger, the Jungfrau, the Schilthorn and 
other well known peaks. 

The mountain town of Grindelwald is a picturesque ski 
centre, being the venue in 1903 for the first winter sports 
holidays. In the adjacent valley lies the town of 
Kandersteg, the popular Scouting centre and Adelboden 
known throughout the world by the Guiding movement. 
Reduced snow levels in recent years had led to organised 
cycle tracks down the mountains, and this had become a 
substitute business for the declining ski industry. 

History records that Conan Doyle planned to ‘ditch’ 
Sherlock Holmes at Meiringen in this area in a climbing 
accident as he felt the character should exit from his 
writing! This was not to be, and he did appear once again 
in Conan Doyle’s writings in the ‘Hounds of the 
Baskervilles’ 

The railway system in the area is second to none and 
famous amongst tourists is the funicular railway to the 
Jungfraujoch, the highest station in Europe with views of 
the glacier, the Jungfrau and all the other peaks in the 
region. 

Heather’s photographs were interspersed with video clips 
taken mostly by Peter, and depicting many features of the 
Bernese Oberland, including cattle with cow bells and 
mountain horns used to communicate across the full 
width of the valleys. 

John Caldwell gave a warm vote of thanks, endorsed by 
all the members for an extremely well prepared and 
interesting presentation.  

United Mens’ Fellowship Programme !
February 
   3rd More of the Same 
   - Rhona Hughes 
 10th The Chartist Movement 
   - Jim Keenan 
 17th Railway Engineering !
 24th The Bothwell Case 
   - Ian McKellar 
March 
    2nd The Torso Trail 
   - Lesley McIllhager

If you were paid a penny  
For every time you smile, 

It may be worth considering 
Amassing quite a pile . 

Your face could be your fortune 
In this positive display, 

So forget about the money — 
And try it anyway 

J.M. RobertsonRemember February has 29 days this Leap Year
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 Tuesday 19th November 
Leader Margaret Faith introduced Wendy Sandiford, whose 
topic for the evening was “Victoria’s Sons’. Wendy gave us 
some historical background knowledge on Victoria and Albert; 
how Victoria came to the throne in 1837 at the age of 18. She 
married her cousin Albert of Saxe - Coburg in 1841 and their 
family consisted of 4 boys and 5 girls. She had researched 
about the boys, Albert Edward (Bertie), Alfred, Arthur and 
Leopold and it was obvious that they had not enjoyed a 
conventional upbringing, which left its mark on their adult 
lives. In her diary Victoria wrote  that although she enjoyed 
the intimacy of marriage, she found pregnancy both tedious 
and an inconvenience. She was not really a good mother and 
only loved her children in her own way. 
  
The vote of thanks was given by Ina Cairns. !

Tuesday 26th November 
Leader Margaret Faith welcomed everyone to our Travel 
Night, courtesy of a DVD brought along by Muriel McCandlish 
which took us on a voyage of discovery of the South Island of 
New Zealand. !
The film had been made by a young couple who had taken a 6 
month break to tour in their Camper Van. The DVD gave us 
facts about New Zealand, Christchurch being the largest city 
on the South Island and the 2nd largest in New Zealand. The 
tour stated in Christchurch, travelled south where we saw 
magnificent scenery and flora, snow scenes in the Southern 
Alps, some breathtaking coastlines with sandy beaches and 
pounding surf along the Otago Coast. !
We stopped in Queenstown  a favourite destination for tourists 
who love sports and the world famous Bungee Jumping. We 
visited the Milford Sound,  along the western coastal route 
visiting the Franz Joseph Glacier, Mount Cook National Park 
until we reached the Tasman Sea on the North Coast. This  
northern area of the South Island has a mild climate and is one 
of new Zealand’s wine growing regions. We thoroughly enjoyed 
seeing the South Island’s magnificent scenery which is in many 
ways  like Scotland only in a much grander scale. !
The vote of thanks was given by Marjorie Kirkwood.

The Guild

Upcoming Guild Programme 
February 
!   !  4th! ‘History of Passports’!                         
! ! ! ! - Robert Wilson!                                            
! ! 11th! Guest Night!                          
! ! ! ! - Gaelic Wauking Songs!                                            
! ! 18th! Project Night - ‘Malawi Fruits’!                          
! ! ! ! - Robert Crawford!                                            
! ! 25th! A Leprosy Mission Update!                          !
March 
          3rd    Spring Fund Raiser !
 FASHION SALE WITH TAYLOR FASHIONS 

Tuesday 3rd December 
Leader Margaret Faith welcomed everyone to our Christmas 
‘At Home’ and extended a very warm welcome to Fiona our 
minister who had come along to tell us the Advent Story 
using the Godly Play material. She started by laying out a 
large purple cloth, and explained that purple is colour 
revered by Kings and Queens and allows us to take a 
journey and to prepare. The journey being a mystery that 
would lead us to Bethlehem. Using carved wooden figures 
and tea lights Fiona took us through the story of Advent in a 
way that very few of us would forget and left a lasting 
impression. !!
The second part of the evening involved some readings, a 
quiz and Pass the Parcel and then tea was served with 
mince pies and shortbread.!!
The vote of thanks was given by Margaret Faith. 

Guild Fundraiser!!
Tuesday 3rd March 2020 at 7.30pm!!

Come along and get yourself a bargain!
from!

TAYLOR FASHIONS!!
Tickets £3.50!

Includes Entry & Tea & Biscuit!

KETCHUP 
A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup out of the 
bottle. During her struggle the phone rang so she asked 
her 4-year-old daughter to answer the phone...  

'Mommy can't come to the phone to talk to you right 
now. She's hitting the bottle.’ 

BIBLE  
A little boy opened the big family Bible. He was 
fascinated as he fingered through the old pages. 
Suddenly, something fell out of the Bible. He picked up 
the object and looked at it. What he saw was an old 
leaf that had been pressed in between the pages. 
'Mama, look what I found,' the boy called out. 
'What have you got there, dear?' 
With astonishment in the young boy's voice, he 
answered, 'I think it's Adam's underwear!' 

Why We Love Kids !
OPINIONS 
On the first day of school, a new starter handed his teacher a 
note from his mother. The note read, ‘The opinions expressed 
by this child are not necessarily those of his parents’. 

ELDERLY  
While working for an organisation that delivers lunches to the 
elderly, I used to take my 4-year-old daughter on my afternoon 
rounds. She was unfailingly intrigued by the various appliances 
of old age, particularly the canes, walkers and wheelchairs. 
One day I found her staring at a pair of false teeth soaking in a 
glass. As I braced myself for the inevitable barrage of questions, 
she merely turned and whispered, 'The tooth fairy will never 
believe this!’ 

DRESS-UP 
A little girl was watching her parents dress for a party. When 
she saw her dad donning his tuxedo, she warned, 'Daddy, you 
shouldn't wear that suit.' 
'And why not, darling?' 
'You know that it always gives you a headache the next 
morning.’ 
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Dates for your Diary !!
Sunday Services at 11am 

Tea & Coffee after the morning service each week. !
and 

On Sunday afternoons for 8 weeks starting  
19th January 4 - 6pm instead of the evening 

services, you are invited to come along and dig 
deeper into the foundations of our faith. !

We will focus on prayer in this 8 week session by 
journeying through the Lord’s Prayer together. !

We will begin with some hospitality and fellowship 
then focus on the material from the 24-7 prayer 

group. !
Monday 17th February 

Board meets 7.30pm !
Saturday 22nd February 
Curry & Quiz Night at 7pm !

Sunday 1st March 
Communion Celebrated at 11am & 6.30pm !

Tuesday 3rd March 
Guild hold a ‘FASHION SALE’ 7.30pm !

Monday Club 

Now in our Fifth year 

On a Monday in  the Large Hall 

Uddingston Old Parish Monday Club 

Soup served 1 to 1.30pm  

Activities begin 2pm until 3.30pm 

Everyone is Welcome 

Our programme for February / March is: 

February 

  3rd Bite & Blether 

10th Tea Dance 

17th Film 

24th Singalong 

March 

   2nd Bite & Blether 

   9th Film 

16th Singalong

Sir Boyd Tunnock Uddingston Musicfest 2020    
February 8th – 16th 

Programme 
Saturday 8th      
     Mixed Instruments Workshop Musical Lunchtime, Scratchy Noises    
Sunday 9th  
 Music in all the Churches also at 6pm An Organ Recital and well loved Hymns in Park Church 
Monday 10th  
 Tea Dance with George Rodger in  Uddingston Old Parish Church.   2pm 
 Music    in  The Bield Complex    4pm  
Tuesday 11th 
  Gaelic Wauking Songs    at Uddingston Old Parish Church Guild Guest Night   7.30pm 
Wednesday 12th 
  Alastair MacDonald   in Park Church 
Friday 14th 
 Uddingston Ukulele Players in  Community Centre at  6pm 
 Strumulele Ukuleles     in Rowantree Inn  at   8pm 
Saturday 15th      
  Busking at bus stops  
Sunday 16th  
 Village Songs of Praise  in Uddingston Baptist Church   6.30pm 

For more details and timings contact Lorna 
or follow on Facebook/Uddingstonmusicfest


