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      Pastoral Letter 
Dear Friends 

I hope you are well and staying safe.  

It’s an unusual time for all of us at the moment. Having to stay at home, not seeing family 
or friends, only going outdoors for the bare essentials and not gathering together to 
worship collectively. It is unnerving and it is challenging to our way of being and living. For 
some of us it may feel like it’s a punishment, for others it’s an opportunity. An opportunity 
to change the way we are living and to reconnect with friends and family. I know that we 
are told to be physically distant from each other but it doesn’t mean we can’t be socially 
connected.  We have no excuse to not pick up the phone or send a text message or write a 
letter to our friends or loved ones.  

We have an opportunity to re-prioritise what is important in the way we live and in how we 
treat our family and friends. Let’s give thanks that we have the NHS, that we have a roof 
over our head, food on our table and we have our faith to which we can turn to find 
comfort and reassurance.  Let’s use this opportunity to let us slow down, to pause and 
reflect upon what is happening and what are our priorities.  

I believe that our worshipping community will get through this storm but it will be hard for 
all of us. Over the last year through our worship we have focused on Mission and also 
finding ways to reconnect with the Foundations of our Christian faith: prayer and 
scripture. Even though we may not be able to go out, or physically be in close company of 
our loved ones, we can certainly pray for them, for ourselves and for our worshipping 
community.  

We can also find comfort by spending time reading God’s word … we have the bible reading 
challenge or if you want something different start reading Mark’s Gospel and that will take 
you up to Easter Sunday although you may need to read a couple of chapters a day until 
you catch up … Whatever you choose to do during this time remember that you are not 
alone for God is with all of us at this unsettling time.  

As we approach Holy Week remember that the first Easter didn’t happen at a church. It 
happened outside of an empty tomb, while all the disciples were sequestered in a home, 
grief-stricken and wondering what was going on. So what we are facing today in this 
present climate the disciples were in many ways placed in a similar situation … so take 
some heart … they got through it and so will we. Even though we may not physically gather 
together to journey through Holy Week … we are journeying with each other in other ways 
and that is a blessing. 

So my brothers and sisters in Christ ‘Until we meet again … Stay safe, stay well and stay 
connected with each other and with God’ 

Blessings to you all  

Rev Fiona       Reverend Fiona McKibbin 
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Church Roll Intimations !
Deaths !

At this sad time our prayers and condolences  
are with the families of !

Mr Alex Lambie 
Date of Death: 9th March 2020 !

and !
Mrs Norma Thomas 

Date of Death:18th March 2020 !
and !

Mrs Elizabeth Montgomery (Kitty) 
Date of Death: March 2020 !

and !
Mrs Margaret Lambie 

Date of Death: 28th March 2020 !
and !

Mrs Helen Sallie 
Date of Death: 1st April 2020 !

Membership Changes !
We welcome 

Dr John  & Mrs Nyanyiwe Lwanda !
who have transferred from the 

Presbyterian Church of Central Africa, 
Synod of Livingstonia, Malawi !

and !
Dr Neil Smith 

who has been admitted by  
Resolution of the Kirk Session 

What’s coming up during Holy Week  

We may not be able to gather physically at 
Uddingston Old Parish Church at the moment 

but we can still gather online,  

whether it be through our website,  

or our facebook pages …  

so keep up to date by checking out these 
pages 

I invite all of you to join me for  

virtual worship  

Sunday 5th April: Palm Sunday:  

Virtual Worship at 11am  

Thursday 9th April:  

Maundy Thursday at 7pm  

Virtual Communion:  

have your favourite tipple and some bread/
crackers and join me for our Maundy Thursday 

Communion Service  

Friday 10th April:  

Good Friday 7pm  

for a time of quiet reflection  

Easter Sunday 12th April:  

11am Virtual Worship  

as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord..  

Then every Sunday at 11am for virtual 
worship …  

www.uddingstonold.org 

Stay connected with the  

Uddingston Old Parish Church  

and 

Rev Fiona McKibbin 

01698 814757 

fmckibbin@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Church Website: www.uddingstonold.org 

Facebook: uddingston old parish church 

Uddingston old parish kidz

WATERAID Collection 

Clearly we are unable to receive your  

Jars of Change on Easter Sunday  

but I just want to reassure you all that this year’s 
WATERAID collection has not been cancelled but 
merely postponed until we can all meet again for 

Sunday Worship.  

Please keep saving your pennies!

Parish Funerals conducted by  
Rev. Fiona McKibbin !

At this sad time our prayers and condolences  
are with the families 

of 
Mr Scott Wright 

Date of Death: 20th March 2020 !

mailto:fmckibbin@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:fmckibbin@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Locked Down 

There were other doors 
once locked in fear, 
in a time of waiting  

and distress. 

It was an uncertain,  
questioning time - 

longing for what had been known  
and treasured before. 

Into that space,  
calming and soothing, 

came these welcome words -  
“Peace be with you.” 

Peace be with you in every worry, 
in every sleepless night, 

in every loss experienced,  
in every comfort now distant. 

Peace be with you in every certainty, 
in the shared burden of these days,  

in the unexpected connections,  
in the gift of another sunset and sunrise. 

Peace be with you and yours, 
the deepest peace, 
the strongest peace,  

the peace that passes all understanding. 

Christ is our peace  
and is in our midst. 

His words echo again - 
“Peace be with you.” 

A prayer from Rev Dr Lezley Stewart, 
the Church of Scotland's Recruitment and 

Support Secretary.

Finance Update 

Dear Friends,  

I hope you are able to keep well during this 
extraordinary event which is disrupting the lives of all 
us. A lot of the news recently has been on how the 
Covid-19 virus is affecting the lives of ordinary people 
and in particular what is being done by Governments to 
assist companies and workers maintain their income 
and survive during the period when people are asked to 
stay at home. 

Your Church has also been affected. We have been 
instructed to stop all groups from gathering in our 
buildings including Sunday Worship.  This is having a 
direct impact on the earnings of the Church as on a 
normal Sunday we will receive about £500 from the 
freewill offering and open plate.  I am sure many of 
you will continue to fill your WFO envelopes and keep 
them safe in a drawer until we can return to Worship. 
There is however another way that you can support the 
Church and that is by standing order. Below is a 
standing order form that you can complete and post to 
your bank. Alternatively if you use internet banking you 
should be able to set this up yourself using the account 
details on the form.  

Many thanks for your support and I look forward to 
seeing you all back at worship soon. 

David Lang 
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Uddingston Pride Update !
Due to the present virus situation, both Britain in Bloom and Beautiful Scotland have been cancelled this year, 
and as required, we are putting all our planting and other planned activities on hold. We are disappointed, but 
obviously we have to comply with Government directives. However, we still hope to be able to decorate the 
Village when the situation eases and we can work safely. We have arranged our usual contract with our plant 
supplier, and he will arrange to bring the planted-out containers to the Main Street, and put them up as 
normal. However, he will of course require to stay strictly within the Government guidelines. !
Before things closed down, we were able to plant out the barrels and the little tree at the front door of the 
Church with bright colourful polyanthus, if you are walking past the Church you will be able to see them, 
hopefully still bright and colourful. !
In early March, we were visited by the Provost of South Lanarkshire who helped plant the “Anniversary Tree” 
outside the Bank of Scotland. It’s a beautiful young prunus, similar to the ones at the Old Parish, and should 
blossom nicely in the Spring, we hope you will enjoy the display. We wanted to mark our twentieth 
anniversary, and thought this would be a good way to celebrate it. After the tree in Uddingston was planted, 
we all went along to Bothwell, where the Provost planted a tree to commemorate twenty years of Brighter 
Bothwell. This was followed by a cup of tea in Bothwell Evangelical Church. Glad to report that our tree was 
twice the size of Bothwell’s, so “One up to Uddingston”! !
We are all hoping that the present nightmare situation will resolve itself sometime soon so we can all get back 
to our normal Summer activities, we can only hope. !

Best wishes to you all from the Group – stay safe and stay well. 
 Sandy Robertson

Palm Sunday!  
Be reminded of the reason  

for the Easter season! 
 Amongst all the busyness that goes on 

reflect on Jesus & His resurrection.



Page !        April 2020                               Uddingston Old Parish Church of Scotland Magazine5

All Things Scottish Quiz !
How well do you know Scotland - it’s History, 

Culture and People? Test your Knowledge with 
this Quiz which is based on Scottish Place 

Names, Famous People, History, Food, 
Inventions, Words & Phrases.  !

1. Which member of Royalty had dinner at Blair Castle and 
after eating haggis said ‘I tried the celebrated ‘haggis’ and 
really liked it very much’? 
Answer:   !
2. Where in Scotland would you find ‘The Valley of Sin’? 
Answer: !
3. In 1828 which Scotsman invented the world’s first reaping 
machine which revolutionised harvesting? 
Answer:    !
4. This Scotsman came from Annan and was a Captain in the 
Royal Navy. Between 1822 and 1827 he led several 
expeditions from Tripoli across the Sahara to the Niger 
helping to open trade in African palm oil, which was used in 
Europe to manufacture soap and candles. Who was he?                                                                       
Answer:    !
5. Who wrote the Para Handy stories? 
Answer:   !
6. Give the English meaning to these Scottish words: 

a)  bourtree b)  clamjamphrie c ) c r a i k ?
  

d) fernitickles e)  Whigmaleerie 
Answer:    !
7. What is the name of the canal that was opened in 1801, it 
is 9miles long and contains 15 locks? 
Answer:    !
8.  Where and what are the Duncansby Stacks? 
Answer:   
  
9. This cake  contains the following ingredients: muscatel 
raisins, currants, sweet almonds, orange and lemon peel, 
flour, demerara sugar, ground cloves or cinnamon, ground 
ginger, Jamaican pepper, black pepper, baking soda, 
buttermilk or eggs and brandy. These are mixed together 
and put into a greased cake tin with a paste made from 
flour, butter and water and baked in a moderate oven for 3 
hours. What is the name of this cake? 
Answer:     !
10. She was a formidable steam-powered gunboat built in 
Liverpool by Scottish shipbuilder John Laird and was the 
first iron ship to sail round the Cape of Good Hope. What 
was the name of this ship? 
Answer:  !
11. This Scottish Regiment had been in existence for over 
300 years achieving 113 Battle Honours as well as producing 
a remarkable number of Generals. It was disbanded on the 
14th May 1968. What was the name of this Regiment? 
Answer:   !
12. What took place in a Rosyth Naval Dockyard on 16th 
October 1939? 
Answer:    

(Answers in May magazine) 
(Thanks to MK for this) !

Answers to All Things Scottish Quiz  
in March Magazine  !

 1. John Wheatley, Labour M.P. He was 
Minister of Health in Ramsay MacDonald’s 
Government and was responsible for the 
Housing Act of 1924. 
 2. James Hogg. 
 3. They were woven from undyed white, 
brown,or black wool in checked pattern.  
 4.Adam Smith, (The Nature and Causes of 
the Wealth of Nations). 
 5. Presbyterian Jenny Geddes threw her 
stool at the Dean who was preaching an 
Anglican Service. 
 6. Jenny Geddes. 
 7. Sir William Wallace. 
 8. James Locke, an expatriate Scot who 
owned a fashionable Tailor’s Shop in Regent 
Street, London. Using bolts of Borders Cloth 
from the Borders Woollen Mills, he branded 
his cloth as being woven in the Tweed Valley 
and made up trousers and jackets for sale. 
These items quickly became known as 
Tweed. 
 9. George Cunningham. 
10. The pattern is known as the boteh, a 
droplet-shaped vegetable motif of Persian or 
Indian origin. It was brought to Scotland in 
the late 1700’s by soldiers returning from the 
Wars in India, bringing back from Kashmir, 
woollen and silk shawls decorated with yje 
boteh. 
11.Pope John 11 in June 1982. 
12. Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher.
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 Tuesday 18th February !
Leader Jean Tait introduced Russell Crawford whose 
subject was ‘Malawi Fruits’ one of the Guild’s 
Partnership Projects. This project for ‘Growing the 
Future’ is a sustainable Community Enterprise in 
Northern Malawi. Russell gave us a brief history of 
Malawi from when it was discovered in 1862 by Dr 
David Livingston and called Nyasaland. On gaining 
independence in 1964 it changed its name to  Malawi. 
It has a population of over 18 million and is mainly 
rural and extremely poor. 53% of the urban  population 
live below the poverty line , and in rural areas, 
especially in the north 80% are living below the 
poverty line and scraping a living as subsistence 
farmers, scarcely earning enough to buy food let alone 
pay for medicine or for their children’s education.  !
Malawi Fruits is a Scottish based Christian Charity, 
working in partnership with the Guild to provide 
resources, training and support to the young farmers 
in this northern region. It is helping young farmers 
with the irrigation and processing of their crops; 
working with the African Presbyterian Churches Youth 
Groups to grow cash crops using modern methods. It is 
providing solar powered irrigation pumps (known as 
Futurepumps) which can provide water for one acre of 
farmland; and also provides access to a tractor and 
plough. Finally it connects these young farmers with 
processing facilities and good markets to ensure they 
are not exploited. Russell ended his talk by saying that 
now they have over 200 pumps in the fields of Malawi 
and as every donation from the Guild is matched by 
the United Nations Development Programme they hope 
to have nearly 500 pumps in operation. These pumps 
have allowed the young farmers to harvest 2 crops per 
year now rather than only one and this has increased 
their household incomes allowing them to buy 
medicines and to educate their children. It is Good 
News in action. !
The vote of thanks was given by Elspeth Carss. !

Tuesday 24th February !
Leader Jean Tait introduced Stuart McAra from the 
Leprosy Mission to give us an update on its work. 
Although many people nowadays believe that Leprosy 
is an ancient disease mentioned in the Bible  with its 
sufferers made outcasts from society; Stuart 
confirmed that Leprosy unfortunately is still a present 
day illness with over 200,000 people being diagnosed 
every year. He explained that Leprosy is caused by a 
bacterium related to T.B. and passed in the same way 
in coughs and sneezes; and is found among people 
living in areas of poverty where an individual’s 
immune system is compromised. Some of the highest 
concentrations of the disease can be found in Central 
Africa, India, Burma and Indonesia; but with modern 
knowledge and modern medicines it is curable if it is 
caught early. We watched a short film which explained 
the impact Leprosy can have on an individual and the 
treatment they need to undergo depending at what 
stage the disease is diagnosed. Early diagnosis and 
treatment can help prevent serious harm to body parts 
which can cause disability.  

The Guild

Unfortunately the disease is so feared that there 
are 127 Laws against sufferers within several 
countries. The Good News however, is that 
Leprosy can be cured and become a disease of 
the past by early diagnosis  and treatment with 
drugs which stop the patient being infectious  
within a couple of weeks. These drugs cost the 
Leprosy Mission £24 per course of treatment. The 
treatment can last 6-12 months and is given free 
to patients. It is important: 

1)TO SPOT IT  2) TREAT IT  3)  STOP IT 
Stuart’s talk was very interesting and gave us a 
better understanding of the disease. !
The vote of thanks was given by Isobel Read !

Tuesday 3rd March !
This was the Guild’s Spring Fund Raiser Evening 
which took the form of a ‘Fashion Sale’ by Brian 
Taylor. Leader Margaret Faith welcomed Brian 
and his son and the audience who had bought 
tickets and come along to provide a large 
audience. Brian had brought along a vast 
selection of clothes at very reasonable prices  
and soon had the audience relaxed and in good 
mood with his ‘patter’ and funny stories. There 
was something for everyone, small to large sizes 
and styles galore. There was no pressure on 
anyone to buy, but the selection on offer was so 
good that the clothes were quickly disappearing 
from the rails and boxes. Throughout the hall was 
the buzz of of happy laughter and chatter and it 
was obvious everyone was enjoying themselves. 
As the buying spree drew to a close there was 
time to enjoy a cup of tea and a biscuit.  !
The amount of money raised was £827. Many 
thanks to everyone who came along and made 
the evening such a success. !

Tuesday 10h March !
Leader Margaret Faith introduced the guest 
speaker Dan Sweeney whose talk was centred 
around ‘The Lost Mansions of Lanarkshire’. Dan, a 
retired head teacher  whose first love was 
History, especially ancient buildings. His first 
book published in 2013 was ‘Shadows of Glasgow’ 
which was about the ancient mansions and 
estates  around Glasgow. His second book 
published in 2017 was ‘The Lost Mansions of 
Lanarkshire’. He gave us a very detailed and 
comprehensive tour of these various Houses and 
Mansions; from the history of the buildings, the 
various owners  who had bought and sold them 
and what had eventually happened to them and 
their surrounding estates. Among the buildings 
described were : Douglas Castle, Abington House, 
Stonebyres House, Mauldslie Castle, Hamilton 
Palace, Tannochside House and Calderwood 
Castle. His talk was full of information and it was 
obvious he had carried out some considerable 
detailed research on these lost Houses and 
Mansions of Lanarkshire. !
The vote of thanks was given by Irene Boyd. 


