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Pastoral Letter 

Dear Friends 

As I write this I am pondering on the last six months and the effects this Covid 19 pandemic 

has had upon our way of life. No one can deny the impact it has had upon us all and the 

way we interact with each other. Physical distancing, the social bubbles, home schooling, 

the church community have all changed and we are all adapting one way or the other.  

We have even learned how to do worship online, conduct meetings with Microsoft Teams 

and Zoom. Even our ministry conferences are now conducted over Zoom. When you think 

about it, now when one walks out the door, not only do we stop think about our keys and 

our phones we are also now thinking do I have my face covering and my hand sanitiser. 

Life has certainly changed and it has become part of the norm and it is going to continue to 

change. I recognise however it is difficult, it is frustrating and it is tiring. We long to go 

back to the way things were, yet, we know deep down that those days are gone.  

We can still mourn and yearn for what has been lost, though there will come a time when 

we have to take that first step forward into the unknown. As people of faith we do this 

knowing that Christ Jesus is with us. He is our rock, and refuge. Our safe haven when 

storms are surrounding us.  

He is with us till the very end of our days. He is an example of how we can face these 

trying times. Jesus was always adapting, reflecting and moving forward. He had a mission 

to bring people to faith and he never gave up. We cannot give up for we are people of 

faith, young and old together.   

As the Psalmist writes: Those who go to God most high for safety will be protected by God 

all powerful. I will say to the Lord, “You are my place of safety and protection. You are my 

God and I trust you”. (Psalm 91) 

Blessings 

Rev Fiona        Reverend Fiona McKibbin 

Prayer: 

Living God, 

In our hour of need we turn again to you, for we have nowhere else to turn. 

We put our faith in you, because you have proved your faithfulness time and again. 

We reaffirm our love for you because you have never let us go. 

We thank you that you are not distant from us but have drawn near,  

in your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

He understands our worries and our fears. Help us to respond as your children now.  

May we carry on our lives as best as we are able, looking out for others,  

showing love in action, being faithful in prayer, bringing encouragement,  

hope and peace, always trusting in you our Rock and our Redeemer. 

in Jesus’ name we pray.  

Amen. 
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Church Roll Intimations 

Deaths 

At this sad time our prayers and condolences  
are with the families of 

Mr Hugh Butler 
Date of Death: 12th July 2020 

and 

Mrs Anne McIntyre 
Date of Death: 1st August 2020 

Stay connected with the  

Uddingston Old Parish Church  

and 

Rev Fiona McKibbin 

01698 814757 

fmckibbin@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Church Website: www.uddingstonold.org 

Facebook: uddingston old parish church 

Uddingston old parish kidz

Parish Funerals conducted by  
Rev. Fiona McKibbin & Rev. Sarah Ross 

At this sad time our prayers and condolences  
are with the families 

of 
Mr John Coyne 

Date of Death: 18th June 2020 

and 
Mr Allan Yuill 

Date of Death: 16th August 2020 

and 
Mr Allan Graham 

Date of Death: 23rd August 2020 

Thank You 

Muriel & Andrew send their thanks to everyone for the 
lovely cards and good wishes they received for their 

Golden Wedding on 4th July.

Should the website not be accessible the 
vlogs can also be viewed on the church’s 

YouTube Channel at 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC8j0Fj2Z_H2vdnXlvPRZVyw

Uddingston Old Parish Church  

Sunday Virtual Worship 
 

We hope that you will all be able to join us 
at 11am for our virtual Sunday worship. 

 
The vlogs will go live at 11am each week on 

the Church Website via the following link 
 

www.uddingstonold.org 

 
  

Season of Mellow 
Fruitfulness

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8j0Fj2Z_H2vdnXlvPRZVyw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8j0Fj2Z_H2vdnXlvPRZVyw
mailto:fmckibbin@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:fmckibbin@churchofscotland.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8j0Fj2Z_H2vdnXlvPRZVyw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8j0Fj2Z_H2vdnXlvPRZVyw
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All Things Scottish Quiz 

How well do you know Scotland - it’s History, 
Culture and People? Test your Knowledge with 

this Quiz which is based on Scottish Place 
Names, Famous People, History, Food, 

Inventions, Words & Phrases.  

1. In the year 1306 two events happened in Scotland that 
would have a momentous impact on the future of Scotland. 
What were these events? 
Answer:   

2. Why were some followers of ‘Bonnie Prince Charlie’ called 
the ‘Seven Men of Moidart’? 
Answer: 

3. The modern kilt worn nowadays is the ‘small kilt’ the 
feileadh beg. The original kilt worn by most Highlanders was 
know as the ‘great plaid’ the feileadh mor. In what way does 
the ‘great plaid’ differ from today’s modern kilt? 
Answer:    

4. Who was the Scottish Inventor who wrote these words to 
his wife: ‘I think that I shall not long have anything to do 
with the House of Commons again — I never saw so many 
wrong - headed people on all sides gathering together?              
Answer:    

5. Complete this Scottish Saying and give its meaning. 
“Put twa pennies in a purse and they will ………..thigither.” 
Answer:   

6. Give the English meaning to these Scottish words: 
a)  scoot (liquid)   b)  mitten   c) dunny    d) ach/och 
e)  wheesht     f) tumphie  g)  maun 

Answer:    

7. What was the name of the first privately funded Bank in 
Scotland; and where was it opened? 
Answer:    

8. What else was unique about this Bank ? 
Answer:   
  
9. Who were the first two Scottish Suffragettes to be 
arrested for furthering the the Cause of Women’s Suffrage in 
1907? 
Answer:     

10. At Aberfeldy, beside the Bridge over the River Tay, stands 
a Commemorative Stone. What event is this Stone 
commemorating? 
Answer:  

11. What are the traditional recipe ingredients of the 
Scottish Soup known as Hotch-Potch or Haist Bree (Harvest 
Broth)? 
Answer:   

12. Born in 1809, he was the son of a prosperous Scottish 
Businessman and his Scottish wife. He was educated at Eton 
and Oxford and became a Member of Parliament in 1832; 
eventually becoming the only Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom to serve 4 terms. Who was he? 
Answer:    

(Answers in October magazine) 
(Thanks to MK for this) 

Answers to All Things Scottish Quiz  

in June Magazine  

 1. Winnie Ewing who was a member of the 

SNP. 

 2.  Robert Owen who was the owner of the 

Cotton Mill at New Lanark. 

 3.   Robert Louis Stevenson (Memories and 

Portraits 1887). 

 4. He was born in the 12th century, son of a 

Celtic father and a Norse mother and a great 

sea-faring warrior, who by conquest, became 

King of the Isles. He ruled the Hebrides, the 

islands in the Clyde, the Isle of Man, 

Knapdale, Lorne, Argyll and Kintyre. He was 

killed by the army of King Malcolm IV of 

Scotland at the Battle of Renfrew in 1164. 

 5. Although Somerled was defeated in 1164, 

his 3 sons, Angus, Dougal and Ronald retained 

most of his lands and became Lords of the 

Isles; dominating most of the Clans of the 

Western Isles and part of the Western 

Highlands. Their power was ended in 1493 

when King James IV of Scotland seized the 

Estates and Titles of the MacDonalds who had 

inherited the title Lord of the Isles. Since 

then it has belonged to the Monarch, of what 

is now the United Kingdom, and is given to 

that Monarch’s eldest son. At present, Prince 

Charles has Lord of the Isles as one of his 

many titles. 

 6.  a) transfer on the back of a child’s hand   

b)  a bald person, or someone with a very 

short hair cut  c)  a fright   d) to have 

hobnails or studs on the soles of shoes or 

boots   e)  unable to choose or decide 

between things or a course of action   

f)  a  cut of Rump Steak  g)  a song thrush 

 7. James Tytler, a church minister’s son from 

Angus. 

 8.  Donald Dewar. 

 9. Judy Murray. 

10. Robert Burns (Tam O’Shanter 1790). 

11. Benny Lynch. 

12. James of Douglas, known as Good Sir 

James by the Scots and Black Douglas by the 

English.

Enjoy  Autumn

Every chapter in life’s journey 
Plays its own important part, 

And by trusting in God’s wisdom, 
Hope stays strong within the heart. 
There’s a purpose in His planning, 

Guiding us within his way, 
And our faith, will surely lead us 
To the promise of each day …… 

Elizabeth Gozney 
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Dear All 
  
I do hope you and your wider families are well and safe. 
  
A little while ago Presbytery Moderator, the Rev Maxine Buck, received a letter from St Andrew’s 
Hospice asking if a message could be circulated to all congregations with regard to a collection on St 
Andrew’s Day (or the Sunday nearest) for St Andrew’s Hospice. 
  
There were no details on how to 
donate and in these COVID times of 
virtual services etc. I could imagine 
the logistics of such a request would 
not be easy. 
  
I contacted St Andrew’s Hospice and 
they have finally come back to me 
with details of ways to donate. 
  
I now send this information on to you 
with an explanation sheet about the 
work of the hospice. Obviously the 
decision is yours as to how you deal 
with this. 
  
Stay safe. 
  
Kind regards 
Mrs Elizabeth Cruickshank 
PA to Presbytery Clerk  
Church of Scotland Presbytery of Hamilton SC048680 

Alternative Ways to Donate

Booking Form for Opening of Church from 23rd September 

Please complete the form below and send it to Rev Fiona Mckibbin 

Name 

Address  

Telephone. 

Email:  

Do you wish to pre-book a seat for worship                                yes                           no  

Would you be willing to be part of our worship welcome team      yes                           no    

Would you be willing to be part of our welcome prayer team        yes                           no 



Uddingston Old Parish Church 

1 Belmont Avenue 
Uddingston 

Glasgow 
G71 7ax 

01698 814757 
fmckibbin@churchofscotland.org.uk 

website: uddingstonold.org 
Dear Friends 

As you know churches are now being allowed to open which is fantastic. However for Uddingston Old Parish 
Church to open we must ensure that we complete the Church of Scotland risk assessment and seek presbytery 
approval. Our priority is for the safety and wellbeing of all who will cross our threshold during this unusual 
season. To enable any form of small corporate worship gatherings or private prayer we will need to comply 
with the following legislation:-  

1. The need to maintain the 2 metre rule inside and outside the church building and in our church grounds with 

the need for queuing to enter. On entry and exit a one way system would be employed.  

2. We have limited space therefore we will have to insist that you pre-book a seat if you wish to join us for 

worship. There is a limit of 40 people in the sanctuary (private prayer) and 20 (worship)  in the large hall. We 

do not want to turn people away so please book ahead unless it’s for private prayer. 

 At the moment we are looking at: 

  Tuesday afternoon at 2pm for worship which will consist of watching the Sunday vlog.  

 Wednesday morning 10-12noon for private prayer.  

3. A hand sanitising station for use on entry will be in place and face coverings/face masks are now mandatory 

and must be worn unless you are exempt 

4. We will operate a trace and track and everyone who enters our building will have to leave their contact 

details which we are legally bound to hold for 28 days.  

5. Seats would be allocated by willing helpers and after worship social distancing would still need to be 

observed therefore chatting on the way out or in church grounds would not be possible.  

6. Our priority for worship at church would be for those who have no access to technology, therefore, if you 

can access our vlogs we would ask that you continue to do so until things change.  

7. Children would have to remain seated with parents. They could not go into our Godly Play Room or attend 

Sunday school / pram and praise. They will be included in our limited numbers  

8. The balcony would be closed.  

9. All access to halls and corridors would remain closed. Entry would be from the main doors only or from the 

side ramp if entering the large hall.  

10. After everyone has left the building the cleaning process by volunteers will be begin again 

11. There will be no singing  

12. All pew cushions will be removed  

13. There will be no hospitality after worship  

14. Toilet facilities will be the toilet as you enter the sanctuary and the disabled toilet if you are in the large 

hall.  

As you can gather it is not as simple for us to open our church doors and welcome everyone back all at the 
same time. Be assured, we are working as quickly as possible behind the scenes to enable us to open our doors 
as safely as possible. We care deeply about the people who cross the threshold of our church and our halls. We 
have a duty of care too and we do not want to put anyone at risk unnecessarily.  

Please take the time to read over these stringent rules that we must follow and complete the slip on 
previous page and send it to me asap.  

I recognise this is not an ideal situation for us. In the meantime can I ask that you continue to keep this 
worshipping community in your prayers?  

Blessings to you all  

Rev Fiona 
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  HEAVEN’S ENTRANCE EXAM 

Forrest Gump dies and goes to Heaven. He is met at the Pearly Gate by St. Peter himself. The gates 
are closed, and Forrest approaches the gatekeeper. 

St. Peter says "Well, Forrest, it's certainly good to see you. We have heard so many good things about 
you. I must inform you that the place is filling up fast, and we've been giving an entrance quiz for 
everyone. The tests are short, but you need to pass before you can get into Heaven. 

 Forrest responds "It sure is good to be here, St. Peter. I was looking forward to this. Nobody ever told 
me about any entrance exam. Sure hope that the test is not too hard; Life was a big enough test as it 
was. 

  St. Peter goes on, "I know, Forrest, but the test is only three questions: 
     
 1. What days of the week begin with the letter T? 
     2. How many seconds are there in a year? 
     3. What is God's first name?" 

  Forrest goes away to think the questions over. He returns the next day and goes up to St. Peter to 
try to answer the exam questions. 

St. Peter waves him up and says, "Now that you have had a chance to think the questions over, tell 
me your answers"> 

Forrest says, "Well, the first one, how many days of the week begin with the letter "T"? "Shucks, that 
one's easy. That would be Today and Tomorrow." 

 The Saint's eyes open wide and he exclaims "Forrest! that's not what I was thinking, but, you do have 
a point though, and I guess I didn't specify, so I will give you credit for that answer." "How about the 
next one?" "How many seconds in a year?" 

 "Now that one is a little harder" says Forrest, "but I thought and thought about that and I guess the 
only answer can be twelve." 

Astounded, St. Peter says "Twelve! Twelve! Forrest, how in Heaven's name could you come up with 
twelve seconds in a year?" Forrest says, "Aw, come on, St. Peter, there's gotta be twelve, January 
second, February second, March second..." 

"Hold it" interrupts St. Peter, "I see where your are going with it. I guess I see your point, though that 
wasn't quite what I had in minds, but I'll give you credit for that one as well. Let's go on with the next 
one and final question. Can you tell me God's first name?" 

Forrest replied, "Andy." 

When St. Peter asked how in the world he came up with the name Andy, Forrest replied, "You know, 
St. Peter, that song we sing in church: "Andy walks with me, Andy talks with me." 

The lesson: THERE IS ALWAYS ANOTHER POINT OF VIEW, and just because another person doesn't see 
things the same way or understand the same way that you do, does not mean that it's wrong 

How To Get On In Life 

Take panes , said the wind. 
Never be led, said the pencil. 
Do a driving business, said the hammer. 
Aspire to great things, said the nutmeg grater. 
Make light of everything , said the fire. 
Make much of small things, said the microscope. 
Never do anything off-hand, said the glove. 
Just reflect, said the mirror. 
Be sharp, said the knife. 
Find a good thing and stick to it, said the glue. 

(Some practical tips for everyday living for us all.)

A PRAYER FOR CHANGE 

Lord of all seasons,  
Everything changes, nothing stays the same, 
Teach me to accept this, and learn from it. 
As the year changes, so, too, our lives must change. 
Let me keep in my heart, the hope of Spring, 
And the glory of Autumn. 
In this ever-changing world,  
Lord, let me always be aware of Your love, 
For this alone is everlasting, unfailing, 
And unchangeable ———- Amen
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