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Pastoral Letter !
Dear Friends,  

Are you ready and organised for what will be a very unusual Christmas - church services 
online - no singing - no shaking hands to wish each other a Happy Christmas, unless you are 
in the comfort of your own home. All the pageantry leading up to Christmas has 
unfortunately been curtailed not cancelled. We just need to figure out a new way of 
celebrating the birth of Christ in our own situations.  

With the implication of this world pandemic we are being called to celebrate Christmas 
differently, to establish new traditions. To look at what is important, to look beyond the 
hustle and bustle and see what the young expectant couple experienced that first 
Christmas:-  No fanfare, no celebrations, struggling alone in a stable and yet there lies the 
Christmas message. The arrival, in the shape of a small child, presenting to the world the 
message that God was born amongst us to proclaim a new way of living ….. of freedom, of 
liberation and justice for all.  

We are all called to remove all that distracts us from dwelling on that message. To give us 
an opportunity to truly appreciate the gift from God.  

This Christmas gives us an opportunity to bring to the forefront the struggles that many folk 
within our own communities experience at this time. The struggles of commercialism, 
secularisation, unemployment, of loneliness and depression. The pressure to create the 
perfect Christmas where families come and sit around the table, sharing stories, eating 
together and where disappointments, arguments and resentment are left at the front door. 
Where that table is set the feast is bountiful and everyone is filled with gladness and joy, 
but recognising that for others, there is a sense of sadness, isolation, fearfulness and 
loneliness. Empty chairs, familiar faces no longer around .… The rising cost of gift giving … 
Worrying whether a gift will be under the tree for your child rising in the morning ….. The 
fear and the tension that rises often followed by a verbal attack or a punch from a fist. 

Christmas is not an easy time for many people and it wasn’t an easy time for the Holy 
Family either. Yet even amongst all of that chaos, at that time of darkness, that time when 
God was silent to his people, Mary was filled with joy. For that young couple and for us, 
Christmas came in the shape of the Christ Child born at a less than perfect time that first 
Christmas night.  

As scripture says; “and she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn” Luke 2 v7 

Appreciate the little things, enjoy the company of family and friends and quietly approach 
the stable and reflect upon the impact of this first Christmas gift from God: the Christ Child 

May you have a blessed Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

Rev Fiona, Eddie and Adam xx (the Manse family)            Reverend Fiona McKibbin
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Stay connected with the  

Uddingston Old Parish Church  

and 

Rev Fiona McKibbin 

01698 814757 

fmckibbin@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Church Website: www.uddingstonold.org 

Facebook: uddingston old parish church 

Uddingston old parish kidz

Church Roll Intimations !
Deaths !

At this sad time our prayers and condolences  
are with the families of !

Mr Robert Ashley Read (Bob) 
Date of Death: 7th November 2020 !

and !
Mrs Jeanette Wilson 

Date of Death: 11th November 2020 !
and !

Mr John Burns 
Date of Death: 24th November 2020 !

Traidcraft Christmas Catalogue !
The Traidcraft Christmas Catalogue is now available 

for anyone wishing to order cards or gifts for 
Christmas. !

If you are interested please contact Mima  
on 07753 323652 

and she will be very pleased to get one to you.

Parish Funerals conducted by  
Rev. Fiona McKibbin !

At this sad time our prayers and condolences  
are with the families 

of 
Mrs Mary Russell (Moira) 

Date of Death: 8th November 2020 !
and 

Mr Andrew Dunlop 
Date of Death: 19th November 2020 !

Thank You !
Isobel and family would like to thank everyone for 
their kindness and support following Bob’s recent 
death. Cards, letters and flowers have been very 
much appreciated, as was the support shown by 
many on the day of the funeral, both at The 
Fairways and at the Crematorium. !
The family are overwhelmed by the response to the 
JustGiving page in aid of MND Scotland which 
currently has raised over £3600.

Thank You !
A huge thank you to everyone who baked and 
donated to this year’s Poppy Scotland Appeal. 

We raised £625 for the cause.  

Thank you all for your generosity.

Monday Club Zoom  

We have over the last couple of weeks tried an 
online Monday Club meeting through Zoom. We 
are meeting from 2 to 3.30pm and hope to have 
some brainteasers and a singalong in December.  

If you wish to join us please email 
maryfox20155@gmail.com 

Arrangements For Services in December !
Although our church building is closed at the moment we 
will be continuing with our online services during Advent. !

Both adults and kids vlogs begin at 11am  
We will be premiering our videos for Christmas  

as follows:- !
Thursday 24th December 
      All age Christmas Eve Service      6pm 
  Watchnight Service        11:30pm !
Friday 25th December 
 Christmas Morning Service      11am !
Sunday 27th December     
  Morning Service          11am  !

This will be hosted by the Moderator of the  
Church of Scotland the Very Rev Dr Martin Fair  !

These vlogs can be accessed via any of our  
social media pages  !
uddingstonold.org 

uddingston old parish church you tube 
uddingstonoldkidz facebook page 

uddingston old parish church facebook page  

mailto:maryfox20155@gmail.com
http://uddingstonold.org/
mailto:fmckibbin@churchofscotland.org.uk
http://uddingstonold.org/
mailto:maryfox20155@gmail.com
mailto:fmckibbin@churchofscotland.org.uk
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Answers to All Things Scottish Quiz  
in November Magazine  !

 1. Robert Louis Stevenson (1850 - 94). 
  
 2. a) It is best to listen a lot and say very little 
     b) It’s just a pack of nonsense. 
  
 3. This is a well known tidal race in the 
Pentland Firth not far from the Castle of Mey. 
The waves of this tidal stream, flashing white in 
the sunlight, have given it its name. !
 4. Costs could be reduced by using a coffin with 
a hinged lid; which meant that bodies could be 
taken to the graveside in the proper manner, 
before they were tipped into the grave only 
wearing a shroud. 
  
 5. Ullapool. 
  
6.  Macbeth. 
  
 7. A plane was blown up by a bomb in the skies 
above Lockerbie. 259 passengers and crew were 
killed along with 11 people in Lockerbie who 
were killed by falling wreckage. 
  
 8.  It is the road that leads down to Culzean 
Castle in Ayrshire. It is an optical illusion with 
the alignment of its hedges and ditches creating 
the impression that one is travelling uphill when 
in reality one is travelling downhill and vice-
versa. 
  
 9. Robert & James Adam, sons of the famous 
Scottish Architect William Adam. !
10. Isle of Skye. !
11. Andrew Carnegie (1835-1919). !
12. Henry Campbell-Bannerman 9!836-19080 
and Andrew Bonnar Law (1858 -1923)

1st Uddingston – Junior Section – Boys’ Brigade 

We are glad to be able to report that the Junior Section of 
1st  Uddingston B.B. successfully restarted face to face 
activities on Friday 23rd October, operating from the HUBB 
to the rear of the Church.   Our restart, to date, has gone 
well, and we have been able to welcome back 18 very 
enthusiastic boys. 

A decision was taken that we would restart the Junior 
Section with only the boys from last session, which has 
meant that our P7 boys have remained with us, as opposed 
to moving onto the Company Section, this has meant that, 
for the moment, we have not been able to welcome any 
new members from the Anchor Boy section. This will of 
course be reviewed in the New Year. 

Our programme has altered slightly, not to address social 
distancing, which is not required for under 12’s, but due to 
access to the Church, and its continuing closure.   This has 
meant that games, and physical activities, which were a 
large part of our section night, have had to be reimagined, 
a challenge, but one, that we as a staff have embraced.  
Crafts, outdoor work and themed nights are also playing a 
larger part of our evenings, and with only an hour 
together, time does fly by. 

Our Junior Section operates under specific Youth-link 
Scotland regulations, who are advising the Scottish 
Government and Brigade on all matters that are youth 
Covid-19 related, and with the support of our parents, we 
are now up and running, and looking forward to our festive 
programme, which commences in December.  

With the Boys’ Brigade being a regulated youth activity, a 
move to Level 4 within Lanarkshire will have no impact 
upon us continuing to meet on a face to face basis, 
though, we have amended our Approved Risk Assessment, 
to include temperature checks on all people entering the 
HUBB at the start of the night. 

The boys and staff are enjoying being back together, and 
our restart has brought a little bit of “normality” back into 
everyone’s lives.   We are thankful for the support shown 
from our parents, their families, and of course our friends 
from out-with the Company.   This has been evident from 
our recent Just Giving fund raiser, which we have 
undertaken recently, to replace our Annual Coffee 
morning. To date, thanks to our supporters, we have 
raised in excess of £600.  This is a tremendous effort, and 
will greatly assist our ongoing work in 2021. 

As we move into 2021, we are hopeful, subject to the 
Church re-opening, that we will be able to welcome back 
our Anchor Boys and Company Section members. 

Robert McKinnon

!
Star of Hope — 
 Shine in the night of hunger and despair 
Bringing to those who cry for food and freedom 
 News of the advent of the Lord of Hope. !
Star of Peace — 

 Shine in the warring darkness of men’s minds 

Spreading the light of kindness and compassion 
 That marks the coming of the Prince of Peace. !
Star of Love — 

 Shine in the chilly depths of human hearts, 

Kindling a warming glow of golden glory 
 Around the cradle of the King of Love. 

S.G. Munro

Hope

Peace
Love
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COMMUNITY CAFÉ 

From Monday 7th December for three weeks, the 
Community Café are fundraising for Christian Aid.  

In a normal year, the church would have raised funds 
from our ‘Souper Sunday’ plus the retiring offerings 
from the Harvest and Watchnight services, none of 
which have happened (or will happen) this year.  

Bob Read was the driving force behind this charity, 
and we feel we don’t want to let him and Christian 
Aid down. 

There is a list of home baking available below. Please 
choose what you would like, contact Liz Vasey on 
07432 729508 and we will deliver. No set prices, just 
give what you can. 

Home Baking 

Fruit Loaf,    Gingerbread Loaf,   Date & Walnut Loaf  

Lemon Drizzle Loaf,     Scones – plain, fruit, treacle, 

Pancakes,    Apple Slices,    Apple Sponge Squares, 

Mincemeat Slice,     Tray Bakes in boxes of 8, 

Tablet -Plain or Baileys,        Empire Biscuits 

!
All being well the Church will resume services on the 

3rd January 2021 at 11am.  

We have limited seating and therefore ask all of you 
to book your seats. It will be first come first served. 
We will be worshipping in the large hall until further 

notice.  

Please wrap up warm as we have to keep our doors 
open and don’t forget your face coverings. If you 

have any symptoms or feel unwell please remain at 
home. We will continue to share our Sunday worship 

online as well.  

All of this of course depends upon the guidance from 
the Scottish Government and from the Church of 
Scotland which can change. We will continue to 

keep you posted  

Online worship: check out uddingstonold.org 

Uddingston old parish church facebook page 

Uddingston old kidz facebook page 

!
To book a seat contact the Manse 01698 814757  

no later than the Thursday of each week.  

Email: fmckibbin@churchofscotland.org.uk 

The Christmas Tree !
The Christmas tree is an evergreen to remind us that 
God’s love is available to us for ever, and the small 
white lights remind us that Christ comes as the light of 
the world, which the darkness can never overcome. !
The Star guided the wise men on their journey at the 
first Christmas and asks of us today, “Which star are 
you following?” !
The Angel is always the messenger - first to Mary, then 
Joseph, then to the shepherds and they brought the 
Good News. We too are asked to bring Good News - to 
be God’s angels. Who needs to hear this today and how 
might we bring the news of the Gospel to the lonely or 
bereaved or homeless this Christmas. !
The Crook has two immediate meanings: firstly, the 
reminder of the shepherds who responded to the 
message and secondly that Jesus called himself the 
Good Shepherd. God still calls each one of us and the 
choice of response is ours. !
The Crown is mentioned in some Christmas stories 
when we talk of the three Kings from the East and the 
crown reminds us of their journey - and ours - to find 
the Saviour. Jesus was prophesied to be King of Kings 
and the crown points to his majesty. 
Again at this time of year we can reflect on who holds 
power? Who are the weak? Whom do we serve?  !
The Crib Scene is at the heart of the Christmas story 
and too often romanticised. Think again what it would 
be like to give birth in a cattle shed, in the cold and 
without help, or to be an illegitimate child of young 
parents.

mailto:fmckibbin@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:fmckibbin@churchofscotland.org.uk

